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and the Vietnam wars, and he spent
nearly 7 years as a prisoner of war in
Hanoi after he was shot down over
Vietnam. I commend SAM JOHNSON for
his tireless work to support America’s
men and women in uniform as well as
for his efforts on behalf of all veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I also have much praise
for another wonderful colleague, JOHN
LEWIS. JOHN’s record of fighting for
civil rights and civil liberties dates
back to the 1960s, when he was named
chairman of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee and served as
the youngest keynote speaker along-
side Dr. Martin Luther King at the
March on Washington in 1963.

Congressmen SAM JOHNSON and JOHN
LEWIS have both lived lives of distinc-
tion, and I expect that tomorrow
night’s inaugural ceremony at the Li-
brary of Congress will be a great testa-
ment to their life of service.

———

PREVENTING CRIMES AGAINST
VETERANS ACT

(Mr. ROONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on behalf of
our Nation’s veterans, who have been
targeted by criminals seeking to de-
fraud them.

Last year, veterans in my district
brought to my attention that these in-
dividuals are advertising themselves to
the veterans community, claiming
that, for a fee, they can speed up their
claims with the VA.

Now, everybody Kknows that the
claims process at the VA is far too
slow, but these people are deliberately
seeking out veterans, purporting to
speed up this process with their VA
claims, which they cannot do, then il-
legally charging them exorbitant fees
and then disappearing.

I introduced a bill with my fellow
Floridian and neighbor, Democrat TED
DEUTCH, titled the Preventing Crimes
Against Veterans Act, to penalize these
fraudsters who are blatantly engaging
in a scheme to defraud our veterans.

Yes, that is true, these people prey
on American veterans. So it is our duty
to ensure that our heroes are protected
under every aspect of the law. I am
confident that this bill can pass the
House with bipartisan support.

———
O 1915
SENSIBLE WATER STORAGE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
heartened to see over the weekend in a
Sacramento Bee article that California
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN has also
called for pumping excess water that
flows through the delta, despite opin-
ions on endangered fish numbers.

We have been talking a long time
about taking that excess water and
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putting it aside in storage instead of
just letting it run out to the ocean. I
am a little frustrated we didn’t get to
that point earlier.

Back in December, we had a press
conference and put forth legislation to
acknowledge that we are losing water
that could be put aside in other storage
facilities for anybody to be able to use.

We are looking forward to working
with Senator FEINSTEIN on this and
bringing forward sensible water storage
with water we already have in these
high-flow times.

—————
REMEMBERING TIFFANY JOSLYN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise with great sadness and over-
whelming grief to acknowledge the
passing of my beloved staff member,
Tiffany Joslyn.

As we return to Washington, I did not
want one day to pass without a tribute
to her, although I will return again
with more details and more expressions
of how talented she was.

Tiffany died Saturday, March 5, in a
very tragic car accident while trav-
eling between Rhode Island and Massa-
chusetts, having gone home to mourn
with her family on the passing of a rel-
ative.

The greatest tragedy of all is that
not only did Tiffany lose her life, but
her beloved only brother died and his
wife was injured in the same accident.

I come today to acknowledge her
light and to tell her parents of the
great respect Tiffany has garnered
throughout the Washington commu-
nity and beyond.

She was a brilliant writer. She served
as Deputy Chief Counsel of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Home-
land Security, and Investigations of
the House Judiciary Committee.

Republicans and Democrats loved her
well. She had the kind of spirit, gen-
erosity, and eagerness to get the job
done that everyone loved.

Tiffany had a passion to help the
most vulnerable and those who were
caught up in the criminal justice sys-
tem unfairly, but also those who de-
served restoration and rehabilitation.
Together we were on a journey to con-
tinue to find a way to reform the
criminal justice system.

She made great progress. Two of the
bills we worked on have already passed
out of the Judiciary Committee, and I
am praying that they come to the floor
not only in her name, but in the names
of all the vulnerable people that would
benefit from her great work.

To her family, this tragedy is so
enormous that words cannot comfort,
but you should know that your daugh-
ter and your late son were lights to so
many. May good bless them as they
rest in peace, for they left a legacy. It
will go on and on.

I am ever grateful for the oppor-
tunity to work with Tiffany, a young
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woman with a big heart and maybe
even an old soul. She had a lot to give
and a lot of intellect to make a dif-
ference in this world.

——————

GENOCIDE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
we are living in a time of great polit-
ical difficulty. That is not a secret to
anyone.

Just moments ago the House of Rep-
resentatives did something essential.
We came together not in a bipartisan
fashion, but in a trans-partisan fash-
ion, rising above the petty difficulties
that we seemingly cannot ever resolve,
and spoke to the heart of something
that is essential for all of humanity.
We declared together what is hap-
pening in the Middle East to Chris-
tians, Yazidis, and others to be geno-
cide.

I am extraordinarily proud of this
body for speaking clearly, for speaking
factually, and for speaking about this
grave injustice that is happening to so
many ancient faith traditions.

This is a grave injustice, and it is an
assault to human dignity. This grave
injustice is a threat to civilization
itself when one group of persons, name-
ly, ISIS, can systematically target an-
other group of persons because of their
faith.

That destroys the very basis for
international order, tranquility among
people, and for civilization itself. That
is why what we did tonight in speaking
so clearly and rising above differences
in a unanimous fashion is so extraor-
dinary.

I owe an extreme debt of gratitude to
my colleague, ANNA ESHOO from Cali-
fornia. ANNA has been a stalwart leader
in this effort. Her own ethnic back-
ground is Chaldean. She has an inti-
mate familiarity with the Middle East
and the suffering of this group of peo-
ple.

ANNA has led Congress on her side of
the aisle and my side of the aisle, in
partnership with me, to continue to try
to confront the scandal of silence, the
indifference toward what is happening
to these ancient faith traditions that
have as much a right to be in their an-
cestral homeland as anyone else.

In June of 2014, in the Iraqi city of
Mosul, there was an eerie silence one
morning. For the first time in two mil-
lennia, the church bells didn’t ring.

Mosul is one of those diverse cities in
the Middle East. It had a rich tapestry,
a vibrancy of various faith traditions:
Christians, Yazidis, Muslims.

There were differences of religious
perspectives, sometimes tension, but
they found a way to continue to con-
tribute an interdependency toward the
well-being of that community.

They were invaded by eighth century
barbarians with 21st century weaponry:
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